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RYEGRASS GROWING DEGREE DAYS (GDD) 
Ryegrass GDD will be tracked for the 2012 growing season with comparisons to the last five years.  A 
base temperature of 32 degrees F will be used for ryegrass (T-Base =32 F).  
 
For the week ending April 22nd, we accumulated 55 GDD (7.9/day).  In the last couple of weeks, the 
daily high temperatures have moderated from the warm temperatures we experienced in March.   
 
Table 1.  Growing degree days (GDD) for March and April from 2007 - 2012 near Roseau MN.    
Year 2012 2011 2010 2009 2008 2007 2012 vs. 11 
March 304 7 137 30 6 90 +297 
April  278 476 247 202 322  
April 1-22 228       
Total 532 285 613 277 208 412  
 
The 10 days forecast predicts an average high temperature of 59 and an average low of 39.  If the 
forecast holds, we should accumulate an average of 17 GDD/day.              
 
Soil temperatures remain cool.  At the end of last week, soil temperatures were in the mid-40s in tilled 
ground and high 30’s in turf conditions. Soil temperatures have moderated in the few weeks since the 
early warm-up in March.  The 10 day forecast has temperatures returning to the mid-60’s at the end of 
the week with lows in the mid-40’s.  If these forecasted temperatures hold true, expect soil 
temperatures to increase later in the week and into the first week of May.  
 
The date when lakes are free of ice (ice out date) is an indication of the “earliness” or “lateness” of 
spring.  The 2012 season has set new records for ice out dates of many lakes in Minnesota and Lake of 
the Woods is no exception. The data in Table 2 lists the ice out dates on Lake of the Woods for the last 
ten years.  The median ice out date for Lake of the Woods is May 3rd. 
 
Table 2.  Ice out date on Lake of the Woods from 2003 to 2102. 
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PEST MANAGEMENT 
Ryegrass 
Dicamba and 2, 4-D are the workhorses for broadleaf weed control in ryegrass.  Product rates range 
from 0.5 to 1 pint depending upon weed size and species.  Ryegrass is very tolerant of these two 
products.  Weeds grow fast and regular scouting is essential to determine the best weed control 
program in your ryegrass fields. 
 



With the recent cool temperatures, plant growth has slowed and weeds have followed this trend.  
However, a few flowers of dandelions have been observed and shepardspurse is beginning to bolt. If 
broadleaf herbicides were not applied last fall, now would be the time to scout ryegrass fields to 
determine the infestation level of winter annuals, perennial broadleaf weeds (dock, dandelion, clovers)  
and cool season broadleaf weeds (wild mustard, wild buckwheat, common lambsquarters, 
smartweeds). Weeds grow fast, especially when temperatures raise into the high 60’s to low 70’s.  
Regular scouting is essential to determine the best weed control program for your situation.   
 
CROP MANAGEMENT 
Ryegrass Fertility 
The last two weeks have been busy weeks for application of fertilizer in ryegrass.  The recent rainfall 
should have been adequate to begin to move the nitrogen into the root zone.        
 
 
University Research 
Grass Seed Research Results are now available on the web.  Research reports from 1967 to the present 
are available at the web address below. 
http://www.mnturfseed.org/html/progress_reports.html 
 
 
The next Grass Seed Newsletter will be released on April 30, 2012.  
 


